
EDUCATION VISITOR PANEL – DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (correct as of 26 February 2019) 

1British Contact Lens Association; 2Irish regulator for optometrists & dispensing opticians; 3European Academy of Optometry & Optics; 4Dublin Institute 
of Technology; 5Association of British Dispensing Opticians  Page 1 of 6 

 
Own interests  Connected 

Persons 
interests  Current interests Professional 

memberships Previous interests GOC committee 
memberships 

Richard ALLEN 
Registrant - OO 
01-18847 

• Optometrist: Colchester 
Hospital University NHS 
Foundation Trust 

• Member: BCLA1 
• Member: College 

of Optometrists  

None None None 

Jane ANDREWS 
Lay Chair 

None None None None None 

Paul BAINES 
Ophthalmologist 

None None None None None 

Paula BAINES 
Registrant - DO 
D-2434 

• Examiner: ABDO5  None • Dispensing 
Development 
Manager: Vision 
Express (leaves end 
Feb 2019) 

• Member: Standards 
committee (current) 

None 

Brendan BARRETT 
Registrant - OO 
01-15123 

• Employed: Bradford 
University 

• External Examiner: Aston 
University 

• Visitor Panel member: 
ECOO3 

• Member: CORU2 
 

• External Examiner: 
DIT4 (end 06/2015) 

• External Examiner: 
Glasgow Caledonian 
University (end 
06/2018) 

• External Examiner: 
Manchester 
University (end 
06/2015) 

• Member: Education 
committee (end 
2017) 

• Member: 
Registration 
committee (end 
2016) 

 

Gurpreet BHOGAL-
BHAMRA 
Registrant - OO 
01-24768 

• Director of Optometry: 
Aston University 

• Locum optometrist: 
Specsavers 

None None None None 

https://www.bcla.org.uk/
https://www.coru.ie/
https://www.ecoo.info/
http://www.dit.ie/about/profile/
http://www.dit.ie/about/profile/
https://www.abdo.org.uk/
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Own interests  Connected 

Persons 
interests  Current interests Professional 

memberships Previous interests GOC committee 
memberships 

Navneet GUPTA 
Registrant - OO 
01-20949 

• Assessor: College of 
Optometrists 

• Director: SN GLYM LTD T/A 
Optuitions 

• Optometrist (self-employed): 
Newmedica (based at George 
Eliot Hospital, Nuneaton) 

•  

• Fellow: BCLA 
• Member: AOP7 

• Employed: Aston 
University (end 
2014) 

• Employed: 
Specsavers 
Opticians (end 
2006) 

• Student: Aston 
University (end 
2003) 

• Student: Bradford 
University (end 
11/2017) 

None None 

Kevin GUTSELL 
Registrant - DO 
D-8083 

• Board member: ABDO 
• Distance Learning Tutor: ABDO 

College6 

None None None None 

https://abdocollege.org.uk/
https://www.aop.org.uk/
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Own interests  

Connected Persons interests  
Current interests Professional 

memberships 
Previous 
interests 

GOC committee 
memberships 

Christine HARM 
Registrant - DO 
D-3459 

• Director and shareholder: 
Ellesmere Optical Ltd, 
Skilbeck & Jones Opticians 
Ltd and Chester Optical Ltd 

• Examiner: ABDO 
• Liveryman: WCSM 

• Fellow: ABDO None None • Close relative - Lecturer: 
ABDO College  

• Close relative - Liveryman: 
WCSM 

• Close relative - Freeman: 
WCSM 

• Close relative - Director: 
Skilbeck & Jones Opticians  
Ltd and Chester Optical Ltd 

• Close relative -  Fellow: ABDO 
Julie HUGHES 
Registrant - DO 
D-13236 

• Course leader & Senior 
Lecturer: Anglia Ruskin 
University 

None None None None 

Maryna HURA 
Registrant - DO 
D-12599 

• Employed: Boots Opticians 
• Member: Leeds LOC 
• Lecturer (part time): Bradford 

College 

None None None None 

https://www.spectaclemakers.com/
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Own interests  Connected 

Persons 
interests  Current interests Professional 

memberships Previous interests GOC committee 
memberships 

Julie-Anne LITTLE 
Registrant - OO 
01-20342 

• Board member: AOP  
• Elected Council Member: AOP 
• External examiner: Cardiff 

University  
• Senior Lecturer: Ulster University  
• Trustee: ECOO 

None None None None 

Markham MAY 
Lay member 

None None None None None 

Vincent McKay 
Lay member 

None None Vice Dean and then 
Dean of Health and 
Life Sciences at 
Glasgow 
Caledonian 
University (ended 
July 2018)  

None None  

Barry MITCHELL 
Lay member 

None None None None None 

Sheila NEEDHAM 
Lay member 

• Education Visitor: HCPC9 
• Lay Chair and Member: HCPC 

FTP Panels 

None None None None 

Sally POWELL 
Lay member 

• Registered Nurse, midwife and 
practice educator: NMC10  

• Specialist Reviewer: Quality 
Assurance Agency 

• Member:  
Moorfields NHS 
Trust 

None None None 

https://www.hcpc-uk.org/
https://www.nmc.org.uk/
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Own interests  
Connected 

Persons 
interests  Current interests Professional 

memberships 
Previous 
interests 

GOC 
committee 

memberships 
John SIDEROV 
Registrant - OO 
01-18166 
 

• Employed Head of Dept: 
Huddersfield University (from 
March 2019) 

• GOC contractor: Non-EEA DO 
and OO Assessor 

• Locum optometrist: Specsavers 
• Visitor: European Diploma 

Accreditation Panel, ECOO 

• Member: AOP 
• Member: Optometry 

Schools Council 
• Registered optometrist 

(non-practising): 
Optometry Board of 
Australia 

• Fellow: American 
Academy of Optometry 

• Fellow: Higher Education 
Academy  

• Head of Dept: 
Anglia Ruskin 
University 
(end 12/2018) 

 

  

Graeme 
STEVENSON 
Registrant - DO 
D-5011 

• ABDO Representative: 
Optometry Scotland Executive 
and Council  

• CET Approver: GOC 
• Contact Lens Optician: Boots 
• Member: Optometry Scotland 

sub-group, Education Strategic 
Review 

• Sub Regional Lead (Scotland): 
ABDO 

None None None None 

Carl STYCHIN 
Lay Chair 

• Lay Education Associate: GDC11 
• Lay member: GCC12 
• Member: Education committee, 

GCC 

None • Employed: City 
University (end 
12/2018, not 
optical related) 

None None 

https://www.gdc-uk.org/
https://www.gcc-uk.org/
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Own interests  
Connected 

Persons 
interests  Current interests Professional 

memberships Previous interests 
GOC 

committee 
memberships 

Nicola SZOSTEK 
Registrant - OO 
01-25439 

• Lecturer, Researcher & 
Admissions Tutor: Plymouth 
University  

• Locum optometrist: various 
practices and locations 

• Student: Aston University 

None • Clinical Demonstrator: 
Plymouth University 
(end 2016) 

• Employed optometrist: 
Boots Opticians (end 
04/2017) 

None None 

David WHITAKER 
Registrant - OO 
01-11837 

• External Examiner: ECOO 
• External Examiner: City 

University 
• Employed: Cardiff University 

None • Employed: Bradford 
University (end 2015) 

• Senior Vice President: 
AOP (2010-2014) 

None None 

Nicholas WILSON-
HOLT 
Ophthalmologist 

• Consultant Ophthalmologist: 
Royal Cornwall Hospitals Trust 

• Chair: Quality and Safety Group, 
RCOphth13 

• Liveryman: WCSM 
• Expert witness in ophthalmology: 

GMC14 

• Associate 
Member: GMC 

• Fellow: RCOphth  
• Member: College 

of Optometrists 

• Vice President: AOP 
(2005-2010) 

None None 

 

https://www.rcophth.ac.uk/
https://www.gmc-uk.org/

