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                                We are the regulator for the optical professions in the UK

                                    We protect the public by setting standards for education, training, performance and conduct amongst opticians in the UK
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    For optical professionals


            
                
                    Continuing Professional Development

                    It is essential that eye care practitioners keep their skills up to date and develop new ones in order to keep patients safe. Requiring registrants to complete CPD is one way we protect the public.

                
            

            
                
                    Standards of practice for optometrists and dispensing opticians

                    The standards of behaviour and performance we expect of all registered optometrists and dispensing opticians.

                
            







    For optical students


            
                
                    A career in optics

                    An overview of the different careers available in optics, including post registration specialities that can be achieved with additional training.

                
            

            
                
                    Education and training requirements (from March 2021)

                    Updated education and training requirements for optometrists and dispensing opticians, independent prescribing and contact lens opticians.

                
            







    For the public/patients


            
                
                    How to raise a concern about an optician

                    Guidance on raising a concern about an optical professional and the steps we take to investigate that concern.

                
            

            
                
                    Hearings

                    Find out how we run our fitness to practise hearings, guidance to understanding your role as a witness and read outcomes of our past hearings.

                
            




    

		

	

	
		
          
        
    
        
            

            
                
                    GOC appoints Dr Hema Radhakrishnan to Council
                

            

            
                    The GOC has appointed Dr Hema Radhakrishnan as a registrant member of its Council, beginning 15 March. Hema is a qualified optometrist with over 20 years of experience in academia.

                                    Published at 12:00 on 04/03/2024
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                News and press releases
                            
                    GOC erases Wembley based optometrist from register
                

        

        
                The GOC has decided to erase Ibrar Ahmed, an optometrist based in Wembley, from its register. 

                            Published on 28/03/2024

        

    

    
        

        
                News and press releases
                            
                    GOC suspends Carnforth based optometrist from register
                

        

        
                The GOC, the UK regulator for optometrists and dispensing opticians, has decided to suspend Michael Moon, an optometrist based in Carnforth, from its register for six months.  

                            Published on 21/03/2024

        

    

    
        

        
                News and press releases
                            
                    GOC launches 2024 Workforce and Perceptions Survey
                

        

        
                The GOC has launched its Workforce and Perceptions Survey to gain valuable insights on registrants' views. The survey is run independently by Enventure Research to keep responses confidential. 


                            Published on 19/03/2024

        

    

    
        

        
                News and press releases
                            
                    GOC begins recruitment for two new lay Council members
                

        

        
                The GOC is seeking to appoint two new lay Council members who will begin their terms in October 2024 or April 2025.

                            Published on 18/03/2024
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