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C(32)07


Purpose:
To receive revised guidance from the College of Optometrists and ABDO on the sale and supply of optical appliances.
Summary:
At its meeting of 23rd March, 2007, Council received revised guidance from the College and ABDO on the fitting of contact lenses, the supply of contact lenses, and the supply of zero-powered contact lenses. This guidance had been revised to ensure that it was consistent and in synergy with the QC opinion that GOC had received on the sale and supply of optical appliances.


At its meeting of 28th June, 2007, Council were advised that further amendments needed to be made to the guidance on contact lenses and zero-powered contact lenses to ensure that it fully reflected the law. Standards Committee considered the amendments that needed to be made at its meeting of 13th September, 2007, and feedback was provided to the College and ABDO thereafter.


ABDO has amended its guidance accordingly, which is appended – Annex 1. Revisions to the College guidance are in the process of being approved. It is hoped that revised guidance from the College will be available for tabling at the Council meeting.


Council was not able to consider revised guidance on the sale and supply of spectacles at its meeting in March, as some of the revisions that needed to be made were outstanding at that time. Consideration by Council of the revisions in June was also deferred given the further changes that needed to be made to the guidance on contact lenses which may have impacted on the spectacle guidance. The spectacle guidance was reviewed by Standards Committee in September 2007, and no further amendments were required.


The guidance on sale and supply of spectacles of ABDO and the College is annexed – Annexes 2 and 3 respectively. 
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