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Student Forum

Background

Over recent months, Registration, Education, Standards and Finance and Procedure committees have considered whether to introduce student representation on some Council committees.

The view of these committees was that it would be more appropriate for Council to encourage dialogue with student registrants via a student forum, rather than by inclusion in its committees. 

A Student Forum

No specific details have yet been proposed or agreed as to the precise format for such a forum. However, it is important that all Council members be aware of this proposal, and endorse the view of these committees. Officers will then be tasked with developing its modus operandi for Council approval in the coming months.

A number of issues will need to be decided including:

· To what extent should there be student involvement in optical legislation?

· is ‘face to face’ or ‘virtual’ engagement best, and if ‘face to face’ how frequently and when, and where?

· How should Council seek representation from across the UK in both optometry and dispensing disciplines and across different learning methods e.g. full/part time study, distance learning, full time employment?

· Agreement of a budget for such a forum, and should Council decide on how it be spent? 

Recommendation

1. Council approve the principle of a student forum

2. Officers submit a proposal, properly costed, to Finance and Procedure for consideration

3. If approved at F&P, an agreed proposal be brought to June Council for Council approval. 

