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        C(23)07
Review of Competencies 

Background
Under section 12(4) of the Opticians Act, Standards Committee is charged with keeping under review the core competencies established by Council that a person must demonstrate in order to be granted a qualification as an optometrist or a dispensing optician. Under the Act, Standards Committee must advise Council if it considers that any changes to these core competencies are required.
In September 2006, Standards Committee decided that a small group should be convened to advise the Committee as to whether amendments to the competencies were required. This group reported to Standards Committee in January 2007 and made the following recommendations:

· There were no amendments that needed to be made to the competencies in the short term;

· Minor amendments could cause a burden to education and training bodies would be disproportionate to the benefits to be gained at this stage;

· A planned review of the competencies, rather than incremental changes being made year-on-year, would be a more beneficial approach to reviewing the competencies as this would provide greater certainty to those education and training bodies affected;
· Such a review should be timetabled so that the revised competencies were able to be implemented for the 2009-10 academic year, allowing time for GOC to consult on the proposed amendments and for education and training bodies to plan for any changes that needed to be made to their programmes;
· Particular consideration would need to be given to the framework within which the competencies were set, taking into account developments in Europe, Australia, and the World Council of Optometry. These considerations should be consulted on at an early stage.
The group proposed that it its membership be expanded to include representatives from the College of Optometrists, ABDO, BUCO, the Dispensing Training institutions and Companies Committee to carry this work forward. In particular, it was proposed that the expanded group prepare a consultation document on a framework for re-setting the competencies.
Standards Committee accepted the recommendations of the group.
The expanded group met in March 2007 and prepared a draft consultation paper. This was presented to Standards Committee in April 2007 and Education Committee in May 2007 for comment. The group met in June to consider the feedback from the committees, and made minor amendments to the document. The final proposed consultation document is attached – Annex 1.  
Timetable
It is proposed that the document is issued for consultation in early July 2007, with the consultation closing on 1st November 2007.

The working group will reconvene on 6th December 2007 to consider the analysed consultation responses, and will report to Standards Committee and Education Committee in January and February 2008. Final approval of the framework will be taken by Council in March 2008.
Thereafter, work will begin on considering revisions to the content of the competencies within the revised framework.

Consultees

It is proposed that the following bodies are consulted:

Education and training bodies for optometrists and dispensing opticians;

Professional and representative bodies for optics;

Royal College of Ophthalmologists;

Other health regulators;

European Council of Optometry and Optics;

World Council of Optometry (for distribution to member organisations).
The document would also be placed on GOC’s website and appropriately formatted for on-line responses from any interested parties.

Council is asked to approve the attached document (Annex 1) for consultation as proposed above.
